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ZION 2008 AT A GLANCE  
 
Jan. 6 Installation of new Council Members; 9:00 Praise Service added 
Jan. 20 Unified Worship, Annual Congregational Meeting and Potluck  
Jan. 27 Rev. Louis Fluckõs Celebration 
Feb. 3 Boy Scout Sunday; Souper Bowl Sunday 
Feb. 6 Ash Wednesday Service 
Feb. 10 American Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion  
Feb. 19 Community Lenten Service at Zion  
Feb. 24 Church Leaderõs WorkshopñSt. John UCC in Collinsville 
March 19 LOGOS Year End Tailgate Party 
March 20 Maundy Thursday Service  
March 23 Easter Sunday 
April 19  Spaghetti Dinner/Trivia Night to fund Ecuador Mission Trip  
April 27  Quarterly Congregational Meeting; Stewardship Dinner  
May 4 American Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion  
May 12 Mother & Daughter Potluck  
May 18 Pork Steak Dinner to fund Ecuador Mission Trip  
June 15 Fatherõs Day Breakfast 
June 21 Rib Sales 
June 27 Zion Day at Rent One Ball Park 
July 20 Quarterly Congregational Meeting and Potluck  
July 27 Burdette Park 
Aug. 3 Sunday School takes a break; American Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion 
Aug. 10 Lynch Scholarship Awarded; Bible Study Class Begins 
Sept. 12-13 IL South Conference Annual Meeting - St. Paul in Belleville 
Sept. 14 9:30 am Unified Worship; Rally Day, Annual Ice Cream Social 
Sept. 17 LOGOS back in session 
Sept. 21 Sunday School back in session 
Sept. 30 Rev. Linda Coulson, Interim Minister, concludes her services 
Oct. 5 World Wide Communion Sunday  
Oct. 19 Childrenõs Sabbath; Zionõs 120th Anniversary Celebration  
Oct. 26 Quarterly Congregational Meeting  
Nov. 2 American Red Cross Blood Drive at Zion  
Nov. 7 Chicken & Dumpling Luncheon  
Nov. 9 Stewardship Sunday 
Nov. 16 Rev. Jerry D. Keeney starts as Zionõs new Interim Pastor 
Nov. 23 Totenfest 
Nov. 30 1st Sunday of Advent  
Dec. 7 Breakfast with Santa; Christmas Cantata òShine on Usó 
Dec. 13 Candidate Weekend for Rev. John Holst & family  
Dec. 14 Rev. John Holstõs trial sermon at Zion 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Service, Candlelight and Communion  
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COUNCIL  
 

The Zion Church Council would like to thank the membership for its support and work during the 
past year.  What we have come to know is that most churches who are being serviced by an interim 
minister move into a maintenance period waiting for their seated pastor to arrive so they can return 
to work.  That has certainly not been the case for Zion. 

The past year has seen many positive projects, missions, and goals completed.  Many of those will be 
highlighted in the report pages which will follow.  However, we would like to note some of these 
accomplishments here. 

We have been fortunate to work with two extremely talented interim ministers, Reverend Linda 
Coulson and more recently Reverend Jerry Keeney.  Both of them have been outstanding leaders.   
They have also have been able to look at us with eyes that have observed other congregations.  They 
have been able to share those insights with us and we are better for it. 

We would be remiss if we did not also thank Rev. Louis Fluck for being available as needed.  We 
also treasure his advice and work around the church. 

In between our two interim pastors we found that some of our own membership could deliver a 
message for at least one Sunday and be willing to come back again.  We thank them for taking that 
risk. 

We are pleased to note the progress of the Search Committee and their recommendation of 
Reverend John Holst to be our new pastor. 

Among the many accomplishments of the year we would note the purchase of the parking lot from 
the City of Marion.  We are thankful for the many repairs, improvements and work done to the 
physical structure of the church.  Much of this could not have been accomplished without the 
volunteer work of many church members.  We have now gained experience on what it means to 
have three distinct services each Sunday morning.  We hired a new custodian and we continue to 
benefit from having a wonderful secretary.  We have increased our visibility at the conference level 
with out increased number of representatives.  We have found many fun and inventive methods of 
raising funds as we have sought to close the budget gap between expenses and expenditures.  And 
we have had some meaningful success in closing that gap while continuing to support both 
worldwide and local mission efforts.  

Lay leadership has kept programs such as the choir, bell choir, church school, and LOGOS operating 
and growing during this time of transition.  We are thankful for these people and their efforts.  

We are appreciative of the service to others efforts provided by the Womenõs Board in managing 
potlucks and other activities.  The work of the Communion Committee and of Geneva Stahlhut in 
preparing communion and in arranging for ushers has been a great aide.  We thank Satoe Dahmer 
for her dutiful mission of arranging of and for flowers throughout the church year.  

There are others that we have missed.  Their work is no less important.  We hope you read on and 
share the joys listed by the various committees. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Chuck Williamson and George Jacobs 
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ZION LOCAL MISSION FUND  
 

A major mission of Zion United Church of Christ is to provide assistance to 
those in need who are members of this church body and in our community.  
The Local Mission Fund makes it possible for the Pastor (or in absence of a 
full -time pastor, the Mission Committee Chair) to give financial aid to 
persons who have specific and immediate needs.  This ministry is funded 

by dedicated donations, òLove Basketó donations, and income from the soda machine.  All donations 
are confidential.  In 2008, the Local Mission Fund gave assistance to 12 families or individuals, 
dispersing a total of $3,359.24.  As of 12/31/08, the balance in the local mission fund was $603.43.  
Thank you for giving to this ministry of sharing and caring.  

 
PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE  

 

The Pastoral Relations Committee is a standing committee at Zion which seeks to support and 
maintain an open and healthy relationship between the pastor and congregation.  The committee 
serves in two primary ways:  as an advisory to the pastor and as a support for the pastorõs leadership.  
An annual evaluation of the pastor is performed by this committee and recommendations for salary 
package are presented to the Budget Committee.  The committee met throughout 2008 with Rev. 
Linda Coulson, who served as interim until the end of September, 2008.  The 2008 Pastoral Relations 
Committee members were Janet Martin (Chair), Sharolyn Atwood, Walter Pape, and Gracie Reilly.  

 
STAFF RELATIONS  

 

 Zion has a staff relations committee which meets with those staff 
members that we compensate for their work at Zion.  We have met with 
those people to develop their evaluation for the coming year and to listen 
to them regarding their working situations here at Zion.  
 We have not found it necessary to complete evaluations on those 
individuals who donate their services to the church.  

 We have worked this year to develop a more consistent evaluation instrument.  We held 
preliminary meetings with each of the individuals and also met as a committee.  We also met to share 
our final evaluation materials.  
 As with all evaluations this is a sensitive issue.  We would like to thank all of our employees for 
their participation in this progress.  
 I would also like to thank Miledda Edmonds, Tony Isbell, and Jim Hancock for their work on 
this process. 
 

George Jacobs 
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FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY  

 Another year has gone by!!  Itõs unbelievable!!  Still, at Zion, we are busy 
with all kinds of activities.  
 At the very beginning of the year we were busy getting volunteers for the 

Soup Kitchen at the Marion Ministerial Alliance.  This is a wonderful program that helps to feed 
those of low or no income.  Barb McAlister organizes this event when it becomes Zionõs turn to do 
so.  She does a wonderful job! 
 Then, of course, there is the Installation/Ordination of all the new Council Members which 
usually takes place the first Sunday in January, unless something pushes it to the next Sunday. 
 Out of all the activities that we have at Zion, there have been five (5) new activities added. 

1. Praise TeamñThe Praise Team started the first Sunday in January.  This team 
prepares the more contemporary songs for the 9:00 am Praise Service.  Chuck, 
Gracie, and Chris come and practice about twice a week to get the songs ready for 
Sunday.  I have sat in on some of their practices and they are very good!  Their 
attendance is growing! 
2. Region 1 ConvenerñRegion 1 (Egyptian Region) began meeting quarterly at 
Zion this past year, with Jan Collins, Convener, leading.  The meetings were held 
during the week this year, but will be held on Sunday afternoons in 2009.  All are 
welcome to attend and interact with other members of our Region.  
3. Turbo Jam Exercise ClassñOn March 3rd Gail Jones and others have started 
an exercise class that is open to all who are interested in taking care of themselves.  
This class currently meets on Mondays and Thursdays at 5:30 pm.  If you have 
friends that would be interested, please invite them to come along with you.  This 
also, is good fellowship.  
4. Bible Study Class ñOn Sunday, August 10th Randy Edmonds had a desire to 
start a new Bible Study Class.  People come with a desire to learn more about the 
Bible.  You are invited to ask questions or comment on what is being discussed.  
This class meets on Sunday evenings at 6:15 pm. 
5. Karaoke/Trivia Family Fun Night ñOn Saturday, August 16th, Gracie Reilly 
started another good fellowship time for Zion.  Every third Saturday of the month 
everyone meets for a fun time of Karaoke and Trivia at 6:00 pm.  This, also, is 
open to the public.  Everyone is invited to bring their family and friends and have 
a good time together. 

 Each one of these new activities invites all to come and share a good time in some way or 
another.  That is what Zion is all aboutñSharing, Caring, and Serving.  Please help us keep up our 
motto by being a part Zion in some way!  
 I have also had to learn to flex myself as the ministry changes.  This past year Rev. Linda 
Coulson finished her work as Interim Pastor at the end of September.  I really enjoyed working with 
Linda.  She worked very hard on getting things together for the new Confirmation Class before 
making her exit.  I will miss her.  
 Now we currently have Rev. Jerry D. Keeney as our new Interim Pastor.  He, again, is very 
good to work with.  I did have to adjust to some new ways, but there is always room for 
improvements, adjustments, etc.  Jerry works very hard and has a big concern for the people at Zion.  
He, too, will be missed as Zionõs new pastor, Rev. John Holst, starts his ministry in February, 2009. 
 Last, but not least, I say a big THANK YOU  to everyone who has helped in the office in some 
way or another.  The office is open to everyone during office hours.  I am glad to help in whatever 
way that I can! 

Respectfully submitted by Barbara Rhodes, Zion Secretary 4 



 

FROM THE RECORDS 2008 
 
BIRTHS 

 
 
BAPTISMS 

 
 
JOINED BY AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
Jill Baker    03/09/08  
Lana Rizzo   03/09/08  
Bill Edmondson   05/11/08  
Sherri Edmondson  05/11/08  
Katie Mesler   05/11/08  
 
MARRIAGES  
None to report  
 
DEATHS 
John W. Burns    01/24/08  
Elza L. Smith    01/29/08  
Richard Rushing   02/26/08  
Mary Tetzlaff    03/19/08  
Neil Wayne Nolen    03/30/08  
Carl Robert Fitzpatrick   04/10/08  
Helen Strobel   04/27/08  
Charles Gilbert òGibó Wolaver 05/24/08  
Viola Cox    07/24/08  
Pauline Mae Grounds Frick 09/11/08  
Barbara Swafford   09/23/08  
Robert F. Simmons   11/04/08  
 

Robert Lee Steveson 05/30/08   Cory Joseph Wardell 06/19/08 

Hudson Alexander Sellars 06/16/08       

Bryant Dale Rieger 06/19/08       

Hayden M. Travelstead 02/10/08   Cory Joseph Wardell 07/20/08 

Kegan A. Kronsbein 02/10/08   Hudson A. Sellars 08/03/08 

LivAdiva Lindquist 04/27/08       
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ATTENDANCE AND RECEIPTS RECORDS   2003 -2008  
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE ñAVERAGE PER SUNDAY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE ñAVERAGE PER SUNDAY  

RECEIPTS ñAVERAGE PER SUNDAY  

 

 

Month  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008  
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January 62 59 43 50 43 15 

February 43 67 41 47 44 23 

March 61 64 54 51 45 25 

April  60 62 46 42 45 24 

May 46 54 44 35 25 15 

June 46 40 43 25 N/A 15 

July 41 34 28 24 N/A   7 

August 43 33 22 33 N/A N/A 

September 77 52 42 32 16   7 

October 62 50 46 35 22  12 

November 66 55 48 43 20  21 

December 61 56 51 19 31 22 

For Year 56 52 42 36 32 16  

January 188 179 155 124 132 116 

February 167 177 164 140 135 119 

March 183 181 202 144 142 172 

April  207 207 152 169 184 132 

May 157 195 181 140 151 105 

June 183 177 160 157 118 112 

July 134 134 143 127 112 122 

August 152 162 140 145 132 123 

September 207 168 140 150 121 122 

October 161 169 142 137 115 117 

November 187 181 124 144 126 130 

December 223 192 143 173 154 165 

For Year 179 177 154 146 135 128 

January $3,429 $3,838 $5,124 $3,938 $4,050 $  3,857 

February $4,307 $4,286 $4,569 $4,127 $3,728 $  3,869 

March $3,590 $4,078 $5,816 $7,533 $8,702 $  4,396 

April  $3,274 $3,955 $4,484 $4,713 $5,442 $  5,122 

May $3,520 $3,677 $6,812 $9,118 $4,525 $17,248 

June $3,490 $3,616 $4,008 $4,607 $4,081 $12,664 

July $3,589 $3,298 $4,051 $4,164 $4,156  $  7,526  

August $3,407 $3,637 $3,983 $4,768 $3,822  $  2,963  

September $3,668 $3,663 $4,851 $4,084 $4,027  $  4,865  

October $3,689 $3,496 $6,649 $4,288 $4,234  $  4,153  

November $3,836 $3,731 $6,427 $4,879 $4,632  $  4,690  

December $6,257 $4,349 $5,484 $3,611 $5,285 $  5,952 

For Year $3,838 $3,802 $5,188 $4,986 $4,724 $  6,442 



 

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE  

First and foremost we would like to thank the entire church faith family for 
putting together this group of fabulous people and allowing us the time, with 
Godõs help, to find the best person for Zion. 

I personally give my heartfelt thanks to Walter Pape (Co -Chairperson), Ruth 
Herman, George Jacobs (Secretary), Gail Jones, Miledda Edmonds (Chaplin), 
Mary Cardey -Harris, Christie Isbell and Linda Ruehmkorff for all they have 
done.  We have worked hundreds of hours over the last 1-1/2 years.  Without 
each and every committee member we couldnõt have completed this journey.  

We started out meeting every two weeks, then once a week and had been meeting twice weekly for 
the past several months. 

We put together the Church Profile with the help of the church survey.  We received many profiles 
to consider during the process and did several telephone interviews with candidates.  We reviewed 
several tapes and DVDs of Sermons from potential candidates. Rev. John Holst was the only 
unanimous candidate profile received by your Search Committee.  

The Committee would like to thank Barbara Rhodes for all she did for us during the search process. 
A special thank you to IL South Conference Minister, Sheldon Culver, and Rev. Linda Coulson for 
all their insight and assistance during the search process. 

We would also like to thank all the ladies and everyone else who helped in putting together a 
wonderful candidate weekend for Rev. Holst, his wife Sara and two of their children, Damon and 
Torrie.  Ashley was unable to attend due to college exam finals. 

With the unanimous membership vote on Dec. 14th to have Rev. John Holst as the Called Minister at 
Zion, this portion of the Search Committee work is finished.  We will now become the Pastoral 
Relations Committee for 1 year to assist Rev. John Holst and Zion.  Rev. Holstõs first day at Zion will 
be Monday, February 16th, 2009. 

The budget given to the Search Committee was $1,500.  Expenses for the search process were kept at 
a minimum.  A member donated the cost of the printing for the Church Profile.  We had two 
mailings and four mileage reimbursements for Rev. Holst for a total of approximately $1,400.  The 
expense for the two motel rooms for Rev. Holst and his family for the candidate weekend were also 
donated by a member. 

As Zion, the membership, and entire faith family enter the next part of our journey, please have 
Love, Faith, Hope and Forgiveness in your hearts each and every day. 

Submitted by Brian Thomas (Co-Chairperson) 
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LOGOS LINE  
 

LOGOS provides a mid-week Christian nurturing experience for 
youth from first grade through high school.  Zionõs LOGOS program is 
held on Wednesdays after school.  Program components include 
Recreation Time, Bible Study, Worship Skills and Family Time (during 
which time the evening meal is served).  LOGOS enhances and 
compliments Sunday School and worship, and students and parents are 
encouraged to attend Zion each Sunday.  LOGOS builds enjoyable 
social Christian relationships between adults and youth, the children themselves, and the entire 
congregation.  The basic rule of LOGOS is òEvery child is a child of God and deserves to be treated 
that way.ó 

Since this article covers a calendar year and the LOGOS year actually follows a school year, 
we first need to highlight the end of the 2007-08 year.  We once again hosted a dinner for the 
congregation prior to the Ash Wednesday service.  We ended our LOGOS year in March.  Another 
tail -gate party was planned, but the weather didnõt cooperate, so we had to meet in the dining room 
instead.  We made up for it however, by hosting a picnic on the East lawn for our parent meeting in 
August.  

We are now in our 15th year for the LOGOS program at Zion.  Our theme for 2008-09 is 
òCharacters for Christó and we definitely have a group of òcharactersó including our adult 
volunteers.  Gwen Finnegan and Barb Lindquist keep us guessing as to what costumes they will be 
wearing at dinnertime and their sister Kim writes some of the most creative thank you songs we 
have ever sung.  On any given Wednesday we have about 25 youth and at least that many adult 
staff members and volunteers actively involved in the program.  Not only do we continue to learn 
more about Jesus and our faith, we continue to learn more about our relationships with one another 
as well. 

We have had a great time participating in mission projects, visiting the Jonesõ farm, singing 
praise and worship songs, working with puppets, and participating in worship.  Those who were 
able to get there on icy roads visited Parkway Manor, Hawthorne Inn, and Parkway Estates on 
December 17th to sing Christmas songs even though school and LOGOS had been cancelled that day 
because of the winter weather.  The residents and employees really appreciated the fact that we 
braved the ice instead of canceling our program. 

Our highlight of the 2008 -09 LOGOS year so far has no doubt been the cardboard boat race 
between Pastor Linda and Pastor Louis.  Built by two teams of students, our brave captains were 
truly amazing as they both successfully paddled their boats across Lake Louie (Randy & Gailõs lake).  
It was a lot of fun!!!  Thank you to both of them and to Randy and Gail for making yet another trip 
to the farm so much fun. 

Since we have a limited number of volunteers who are available to help on Wednesday 
afternoons after school, our LOGOS Steering Committee decided to coordinate the LOGOS program 
as a group this year.  We have continued to work closely with the Christian Education Committee to 
continue our Christian Education Rotation Model which ties LOGOS and Sunday School together.  
On Wednesdays we commonly have movie time, science, games, music, and art and on Sundays the 
youth enjoy story time, cooking, more music and computers.  The kids seem to be having a great 
time with this! Elaine Jacobs has also done an excellent job establishing a mini-LOGOS program for 
our preschoolers and kindergarten children.  Thank you, Elaine, and to your helpers in the nursery 
and preschool rooms on Wednesdays and to Linda Fietsam and Kim Dixon who work with our 
youngest group on Sunday mornings.  

 
(Continued on next page) 8 



 

LOGOS LINE (Contõd) 
 

The success of the LOGOS program requires the commitment and participation of many 
called staff members along with several volunteers.  A new staff is called each year, allowing God to 
lead in the calling of persons to serve in specific positions and allowing those who feel called to 
serve.  All positions are equally important to the success of our LOGOS program, and we are blessed 
with a great staff and a terrific group of volunteers.  Thank you, thank you, thank you to our 
LOGOS Staff and Volunteers for your hard work and dedication to the program.  

As for our financial support, we continue to be blessed with the support of the church, 
donations from individuals, and memorial gifts.  We do request a small amount of tuition for each 
student to assist with the cost of meals and materials; however, scholarships are available for all 
students who would like to attend, so that all students in grades 1 -12 may participate. 

Our Treasurerõs Report is listed below. 
 
Beginning Balance: $ 8,982.33 
Total Income: (Tuitions, Donations, Misc.)  3,499.44 
 Total Expenditures: (Food, Supplies, Training, etc.)  7,687.27 
 BALANCE ON HAND 8/31/08:  $ 4,794.50 
 

       Respectfully Submitted, 
         Sharolyn Atwood, Treasurer  
 

It is important to note that during the past 12 -18 months, LOGOS funds have also been used 
to expand our Christian Education Ministry for youth by purchasing computers, computer software 
and a projector and screen for the movie room.  LOGOS has helped to provide financial support for 
Zion students who have chosen to go to Ecuador to further Christõs mission into the world.  LOGOS 
also tries to give back to the church by supplying the food for the Ash Wednesday Service and other 
special events that the youth are encouraged to attend. 

A special thank you to everyone who has shared their time and contributions to continue to 
make our LOGOS program a terrific ministry for youth, children, and adults.  

Respectfully submitted by Diane Lazorchak, LOGOS Staff Member  
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LOGOS STEERING COMMITTEE  
 

The LOGOS Steering Committee is responsible for providing guidance and support for the 
LOGOS program, the LOGOS staff, and the LOGOS youth.  It attempts to maintain continuity from 
year to year.  The LOGOS Steering Committee calls the LOGOS Directors, Coordinators, and their 
Assistants for each new year, as well as, the Treasurer, Volunteer Coordinator, Nursery Coordinator, 
and Publicity Coordinator.  This committee attempts to work closely with the Christian Education 
Committee to provide a complete program for children and youth from Grades 1 -12. 

At the Congregational Meeting in April, 2008, co -directors George Jacobs and Diane 
Lazorchak asked those in attendance to complete a survey regarding the future of the LOGOS 
program.  On behalf of the committee George and Diane explained that it was getting harder and 
harder to get adult help on Wednesday evenings as so many work outside the home and volunteers 
were beginning to tire.  The committee suggested that it might be time to take a year off.  However, 
from the results of the questionnaires, the congregation overwhelmingly urged the committee to 
continue the LOGOS program if at all possible.  Hence the committee asked Stephanie White and 
Toni Wells to join the committee and together we made the commitment to coordinate the LOGOS 
program for 2008-2009 as a group.  It has been a challenge, but the members of this committee have 
worked very well together and the program is continuing for the 2008 -2009 school year. 

The committee members for 2008 were Gwen Finnegan, George Jacobs, Diane Lazorchak, 
Janet Martin, Rhonda Soldner, Jean Travelstead, Stephanie White, and Toni Wells.  Pastor Linda also 
worked with this committee to provide guidance and support during her time at Zion.  

Please continue to give LOGOS your support and prayers.  Thank you for all you have done 
and continue to do to keep the LOGOS program alive and well at Zion.  

 Respectfully submitted by Diane Lazorchak, Committee Member  

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

 

The Christian Education Committee is always busy trying to provide a 
meaningful experience for persons of all ages.  We have continued to be teamed 
with LOGOS to keep a consistency between the Sunday morning experience and 
the midweek.  This is our second year to be involved in the Rotational Model of 
Christian Education.  We have met with few obstacles (our baffling problems 
with the computer station) and have had several joys.  We again hosted the 
annual Easter egg hunt, went to Burdette Park, Rally Day, Confirmation Class 

2009, Childrenõs Sabbath, Kids Trivia Night, Hanging of the Greens Service, field trips to see just 
how big the ark was and òmasteró shepherds at work in the border collies owned by Mr. Bill Reel 
and lighting of the Advent candles each week during the 10:30 service.  We purchased and installed 
new cabinetry in rooms in the educational wing and are hoping to purchase chairs and tables in the 
future.  

We are very blessed with talented volunteers who are dedicated to the youth of this congregation.  
Blessings to the Adult class which meets faithfully each week and the new Bible Study class.  These 
are both perfect examples to our youth that the faith journey is never ending.  
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JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  
 

 
 
The Zion UCC Junior High Youth Fellowship was inactive for the year 2008.  
   

Candace Whitehead 
Jr. High Youth Fellowship Sponsor 

 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  

 

 The Senior High Youth Group meets on Sunday afternoons or evenings, 
depending on everyoneõs schedule.  There has not been a certain Sunday 
designated as has been in the two years previous.  We try to plan in the 
beginning of the month for a day that is good for everybody.  
 This past year has been mostly devoted to fellowship.  We have only 
been to the Lighthouse a couple of times and the class is present at all blood 

drives.  We have gone to the movies and out to eat several times.  I created a scavenger hunt that 
took place in the mall on one Sunday afternoon with dinner at Ruby Tuesdayõs afterward.  We did 
not meet in the summer.  We did, however, take a trip to Six Flags.  Despite the extreme heat, the 
flood like rain and thunderstorms, and the van breaking down in the highway at almost midnight, 
we had a wonderful time.  We were responsible for the Easter Sunrise service this past year.  We 
believe that our mission work will increase greatly when the new Pastor arrives.  He told us that he 
is heavily involved in Habitat for Humanity and other causes.  We are looking forward to this.  
 

DeAnna Herzog 
Sr. High Youth Fellowship Sponsor 

 
 
 

THE LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE  
 

The Long Range Planning Committee has looked at the possibility of building a new storage 
shed on the new parking lot acquired to the east of the church.  The old shed would then be torn 
down.  At this time no action has been taken. 

Committee members include:  Michelle Baxter, Michael Baysinger, Miledda Edmonds, Linda 
Fietsam, Randy Jones, John Kaeser, and Rhonda Soldner. 
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AUDIO VISUAL MINISTRY  
 

 This group is responsible for the development and use of our audio system, our video 
recordings and our projection system.  This committee only officially met a couple of times during 
this past year, but we were very active behind the scenes.  We continue to make every attempt to 
enhance the worship experience for all and to solve any problems that may arise with our 
technology.  We are responsible for producing DVDõs of the service each week, and we appreciate 
the feedback that we have received regarding this important ministry.  

 The audio, visual, and projection systems have become a very important part of our work 
and ministry, especially with the incorporation of the 9:00 Praise Service.  A laptop computer may 
now be used to control remotely what is displayed on the screen. 

We have 12 hearing devices to assist those who may have more difficulty hearing the worship 
services.  The hearing devices may also be used in the dining room, so if you are interested in trying 
this option, please talk to a member of the committee. 

We have continued to make progress on updating the lighting system in the sanctuary.  A lot 
of the work that has been done so far has been done behind the scenes, but we should see more 
visible progress in the months ahead.  Thanks to a generous donation from a member of the 
congregation, we have also ordered a new sound board for the sanctuary that will be installed soon 
as well.  We are hopeful that this will help us to solve some of the issues we have had during some 
of our worship services.   

 In September we held a training session for some of the Confirmands and we appreciate 
their assistance in the Audio Visual Ministry.  In addition to the members of the committee who 
have worked so hard behind the scenes, we would like to thank our many volunteers who have 
assisted us in the sound room or video booth including:  Kelly Williamson, Katie Baltzell, Brandon 
Osborne, Paul Montalbano, Shailer Martin, Michelle Lazorchak, Michael Lazorchak, Kurt Dixon, 
Joseph Baxter, Neal Wachter, Nicole Wachter, Caitlin Isbell, and Christopher Whitehead. 

A special word of thanks to Alan Rushing who so faithfully works behind the scenes 
preparing the scripture readings and other tools for the service and for preparing the picture loops 
that can be seen between services (from photographers Paula Kobler and Janet Martin). 

 Our committee members for 2008 were Rev. Louis Fluck, Gail Jones, Diane Lazorchak, Janet 
Martin, Chris Osborne, Gracie Reilly, Alan Rushing, and Chuck Williamson.  

The Audio Visual team appreciates your support and constructive feedback.  

Respectfully submitted by Diane Lazorchak, Chairperson  
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC  
 

One of our recent choir anthems reminds us that the true òwork of Christmas 
beginsó after the festivities have ended; after the shepherds have returned to their 
sheep; after everyone has left the manger.  That describes the work of our musicians and 
choir members throughout the year.  We carry the message of Christmas in our music to 
all who hear it.  And the best thing of all is that we donõt even realize that we are 
òworkingó because we have such a great time while we are doing it! 

The Chancel Choir continues to participate regularly, the Bell Choir participates 
about twice a month and the Instrumental Ensemble plays on average of once a month.  
On the second Sunday of each month, our Blended Service team leads songs at the 10:30 
service.  We are also blessed with a variety of soloists and special groups during the 
summer and throughout the year.  In addition to gorgeous preludes and offertories on the organ and piano 
by our talented organists and pianists, Shailer and Michelle played some special solos on trumpet and on 
trombone.  They were great! 

In January Zionõs Praise Band was introduced under the leadership of Chuck, Gracie, and Chris with 
some assistance from Jean.  Thank you to this talented group of musicians who regularly prepared music for 
the 9:00 Praise Service, gave some concerts in June, and presented a concert at the Williamson County Fair in 
August.  

The choir continues to try to offer new anthems as well as old standbys so there will be something 
special for everyone with different styles of music.  Some of the new anthems for 2008 were How Great Is Our 
God; Celebrate!; A Celtic Thanksgiving; Thank You for the Valleys; and Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel!  Our youth 
continue to present special music occasionally and we are very proud of some of our up and coming soloists.  
One of our most memorable childrenõs numbers was the addition of The Friendly Beasts to our annual 
Christmas cantata.  Our young soloists ranged in age from 4-8 including Lyric and Peyton Younger, Olivia 
Hilliard and Adrianna Baysinger.  Our friendly beasts were adorable!  Our youth also presented a couple of 
very memorable puppets skits.  Thanks to Donna Neicamp for her help with the puppets and to Randy 
Edmonds who constructed some terrific props.  

The Bell Choir presented some new selections this season as well.  Some of the new Bell anthems were 
Light in the Darkness; Lead Me to Calvary; If I Take the Wings of the Morning; and The Lordõs Prayer.  Thank you, 
Gail, for your hard work in getting the Bell Choir to stretch and expand their gifts.  Thank you to our newest 
members, Lana and Hillary.  Gail and I also tried our skills with our first handbell duet to Stille, Stille, Stille.  
Karen assisted us on piano and we covered 2 octaves of bells by ourselves.  It was a true challenge, but a lot 
of fun too.  

In September, the Choir moved their rehearsals to Sunday nights at 5:30 and we experienced a growth 
spurt.  Since September we have added Bill & Sherri, Katie, Allison & Jeremy, George and Joseph.  If we all 
showed up at the same time we could have 30 voices!  On Sunday, December 7th, the Chancel Choir and 
several friends presented the Christmas cantata entitled Shine on Us.  It went great!  Thank you to all of our 
participants including our narrators, Paula and Rev. Keeney, and our shepherds and wise men.  A special 
thank you to Torie and Zach who portrayed Mary and Joseph and to Baby Hudson who was a perfect Baby 
Jesus.  Thank you, too, to Aunt Danni who played the part of the angel and to Louis and Elaine who 
portrayed Simeon and Anna.  

I know that Gail joins me in thanking all of our Choir and Bell Choir members and their families for 
their dedication to the Ministry of Music at Zion.  You are greatly appreciated by all!  Thank you to the 
special groups and soloists who provided special music during the year.  Thank you to Doris, our choir 
accompanist; to our organists ð Sharon, Doris, and Eileen; to our pianists ð Sharolyn, Toni, and Karen; to 
Chuck and Gracie who share their gifts on guitar; and Chris and Michelle who assist us on the drums.  You 
are all terrific!  Thank you to Pastor Linda, Pastor Keeney and Barbara for your tremendous support of our 
Music Ministry.  A special thank you to our sound, video, and computer technicians who have assisted us so 
faithfully this past year.  You are terrific and appreciated more than words can say!  
 2009 promises to be another great year in the Ministry of Music at Zion.  Thank you all for your 
attendance, comments, suggestions, love, support and prayers for the Music Ministry at Zion!  
 ---Diane Lazorchak, Choir Director  
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE  
 

 This committee serves as advisor and consultant to the pastor regarding 
the planning, coordination, and evaluation of worship services.  Comments, 
coordination, and potential changes are discussed and recommendations are 
presented to Council when appropriate.  The Worship Committee meets on a 
regular basis on the fourth Monday of each month.  

Interim Pastor Linda Coulson conducted our worship services until Sunday, 
September 28th, 2008, and Interim Pastor Jerry Keeney started on Sunday, 
November 23rd.  We appreciate all that they have done for Zion Church and 
appreciate the assistance of Rev. Louis Fluck who conducted the services on 
several occasions as well. 

The members of the Worship Committee assist with the preparations for special events, as 
well as the regular worship services.  During the summer, we once again offered òSelect-a-Hymn 
Sundaysó on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month and we continued to use praise songs at the 
10:30 service on the second Sunday of each month throughout the year. 

Our biggest change during 2008 was the addition of a Praise Service at 9:00 a.m.  Thank you 
to Chuck, Chris, and Gracie for your commitment to this service.  Jean Travelstead has also assisted 
this group part of the year.  We currently offer three unique opportunities for worship.  Our 8:00 
service is a condensed, traditional service, followed by the Praise Service at 9:00 a.m.  The 10:30 
service is a more traditional service, but it does try to blend praise music on the second Sunday of 
the month.  During the 10:30 service, we try to incorporate the children and youth whenever 
possible by way of their participation and offer a weekly childrenõs sermon.  The Bell Choir, Chancel 
Choir, and Instrumental Ensemble, also provides special music for the 10:30 service along with 
soloists and other small groups. 

 Thank you to the many volunteers who help to make the worship experience meaningful for 
all.  Thank you to our musicians, choir members, and instrumentalists; to everyone who served as 
worship leaders, ushers, greeters, and acolytes; to those who prepared communion, assisted in the 
sound room and video booth, rang the church bell, provided altar flowers, or assisted with worship 
services or preparations in any way. 

 The members of the Worship Committee for 2008 included Doris Anderson, Sharolyn 
Atwood, Karen Cardey -Harris, Jan Collins, Interim Pastor Linda Coulson, Eileen Crawford, Rev. 
Louis Fluck, Gail Jones, Interim Pastor Jerry Keeney, Diane Lazorchak, Alan Rushing, Rhonda 
Soldner, Toni Wells, Sharon Wilson and occasionally a representative from the 9:00 service attended 
as well.  We welcome comments and suggestions from the congregation at all times and our 
meetings are open to anyone who would like to attend.  

Respectfully submitted by Diane Lazorchak, Chairperson  
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